CHAPTEE III.
EVENTS ON THE NAREW IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY.

NO mention has, so far, been made of the movements on
the extreme French right, where Savary was left in
command of the 5th corps, to guard the approaches to Warsaw
by the ITarew and Bug, and to cover the right rear of the
movement northwards. The corps at his disposal consisted of
Suchet's and G-azan's divisions,with Becker's dragoon division;
in all, about 18,000 men. Opposed to him, between the
Narew and the Bug, were the two divisions from the army of
Moldavia, under Essen I. There was also Sedmaratzki's 6th
division at Goniondz, which might have to be reckoned with.
Savary's instructions * were, if he found Essen only in
small force about NUT, to attack him. If, on the contrary,
the Eussian general had been reinforced, Savary would only
hold Brok and Ostrolenka with cavalry. In any case his
object was to cover the right bank of the ISTarew, from the
mouth of the Omulew to Sierock, and to guard the latter
place strongly, as well as the course of the Bug between
it and the Austrian frontier. He was to bridge the Bug
near Sierock, and to press on the completion of the tete de
pont at Pultusk. If forced to retire on Pultusk with the
bulk of his force, he would require a regiment to guard the
Bug from Sierock to the Austrian frontier. The cavaky
in Ostrolenka would require a small infantry force to
support it.

* Berthier to Savary} dated Prasznitz, 31st January, 1807; printed, Dumas,
xvui. 377.